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Cancer

Mare news
The chemicals and toxic fumes from Mew York's Twin Towers on September 11
2001 may have a long-term effect on rescue workers. Photoaraph: Graham
MorrisoniaP
A spate of recent deaths of New York police and fire officers who took
part in the emergency operation at Ground Zero after the 9/11 attacks
has heightened fears that it could be the start of a delayed epidemic of
cancer-related illness. Latest from world news
Five firefighters and police officers, all of whom were involved in the Mostviewed | BT —
rescue and clear-up at the site of the collapsed Twin Towers, have died
of cancer in the past three months, the oldest being 44. Three died last Last 24 hours
month within a four-day period. 1. The new wave of female firebrands

striking fear into liberal America
) e P S} ) -
‘0 |*) | E‘ 2. Texas accounts for half of executions in
Audio: Cancer fears of Ground Zero father Link to this audio US — but now has doubts over death row
Those three were Robert Grossman, a Harlem-based police officer who 3. Barah Palin sets sights on new push for
spent several weeks at the emergency site and died of a brain tumour the White House
aged 41; fellow police officer Cory Diaz, 37, and firefighter Richard 4. Prisoners’ last words: ‘Let's give them
Mannetia, 44. what they want'
- L . 5. Barack Obama criticises internet
In addition, John McNamalra. a 44—y§ar—old ﬂreﬂghterl. dlgd in September: censorship at meeting in China
and Renee Dunbar. a police officer in her late 30s, died in August.
More top stories

The cluster of cancer deaths comes as Congress is under pressure to
pass legislation that would provide federal help to emergency workers
who have contracted illnesses since 9/11. Campaigners hope that a bill
will be put to the House of Representatives by the end of the year that Health: best treatments H\I‘Iil
would set up a $10bn (£6bn) national fund for hundreds of people who :
now have cancer, respiratory illnesses and other diseases that may be Read information about the best treatments far 180
linked to their work at the World Trade Centre site. comman conditions, including: Bronchitis, High

cholesterol, High blood pressure.

Up to 70,000 people took part in the massive operation at Ground Zero,
including police, firefighters and construction workers who came to New
York voluntarily from all over the US. Many worked for months amid a Search |
toxic soup of dust and chemicals.
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surrounding air were 90,000 litres of jet fuel from the two stricken planes,
about 1,000 tons of ashestos that was used in the construction of the
Twin Towers, pulverised lead from computers, mercury and highly
carcinogenic by-products from the burning of plastics and chlorinated
chemicals.

Mo official tally is available for the number of those who have died as a
result of the 9/11 clear-up. The MNew York state health department has
recorded 817 deaths of emergency workers but it cannot confirm
categorically how many of those were directly linked to the site.

Federal funds for ill emergency workers ran out in 2003 and. since then,
the onus has fallen on cash-strapped New York city. which is facing up to
10,000 claims for compensation through the courts. Families of those
who have died say that the burden should be shouldered by the nation
as a whole.

Robert Grossman's father, Stephen, drew a parallel with the $3bn the
federal government spent this year on buying up old cars under the
"cash-for-clunkers” scheme. "They spent that, but they don't have a dime
for people who volunteered after 911 and ended up giving their lives for
their country "

The 911 Police Aid Foundation. a group run by and for sick police
officers, says it is helping more than 100 officers who worked at Ground
Zero and who now have cancer. The group is receiving new cases at a
rate of about one a week, many of which are extremely rare at such
young ages.

Michael Valentin, who volunteers for the group. spent about four months
working around the pile of debris from the towers. He now has lymphatic
tumours in his chest. as well as asbestos poisoning.

"We all have terminal ilnesses, we are all going to die. We just want to
help others by showing them that they are not alone,” he said.

The bill currently before Congress, which is named after James Zadroga,
a police officer who died in 2006, would provide for the health monitoring
and treatment of an additional 15,000 emergency workers. Paradoxically,
it would not cover cancer, which was not perceived as a priority at the
time the legislation was drafted though numbers have escalated since
then.

Claire Calladine, a campaigner who runs the organisation 9/11 Health
MNow, said the fear was that the recent rise in cancer cases was just the
start.

"We have only seen the tip of the iceberg. How bad will it get — that is the
big question.”
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